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Year 9

Year 9 was full of firsts as well as lasts. We started the year in
first term with Mr Pragash and Term 2 was our first time with
Mrs McCarthy, our new Head of Year. We had our first meeting
with Mr Downes, our first Wellness Week at BCC and many
Year 9 students took the opportunity to celebrate our first
Grandparents’ Morning Tea. In terms of lasts, we are proud to
report that we have finished our last NAPLAN, however, many
started their first attempt at OLNA.

Year 9s this year focused on the word “opportunities”. Under
the guidance of Mrs McCarthy, Mr Downes and our Homeroom
teachers, we began to think about Upper School and what we
want our futures to look like. This year we took the first big
steps into shaping what our future holds.

To finish the year with a celebration of our hard work and
effort in and out of the classroom, we held our year group’s
first Wellness Week. A week of engaging with each other and
fun activities to help recharge ourselves for the last few weeks
of school.

During week eight of Term 3, we celebrated our grandparents
and the impact that they have on our lives. We held a morning
tea and mass for them and concluded the special morning with
a student led tour of the school.

Throughout the year, rain, hail or shine, D block was a hive
of activity during break times. Year 9s spent breaks enjoying
activities like ping pong, basketball and handball as well as
expanding social circles and engaging with others.

Overall, the cohort embraced the challenges with two hands
and stepped up to make this year highly enjoyable. We look
forward to seeing what opportunities Year 10 brings all of us.

Imogen de Chaneet and Grace Richardson
Year 9 students
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Year 10

2024 has been an exciting and rewarding year for our Year 10
students as they embarked on the journey of preparing for the
challenges of upper school. We kicked off the year with our
Professional’'s Breakfast, which gave students the invaluable
opportunity to network with local professionals across a wide
range of industries. This event broadened their understanding
of career pathways and laid the foundation for our subject
selections later in the year, where students were able to make
informed choices for 2025.

Throughout the year, students embraced a number of
significant events and initiatives. They took on ‘The Push-Up
Challenge’ to raise awareness about mental health among
young people. Our annual retreat focused on social justice,

with students exploring global issues and reflecting on the
Church’s role in addressing social injustice.

Students participated in a week-long work experience program
in the final week of term. It was a privilege to see them
stepping into the workforce and experiencing life beyond

the classroom. The positive feedback from employers was a
testament to our students’ respect, manners and readiness to
embrace new challenges.

The highlight of the year, however, was undoubtedly the
Outward Adventure Camp where they took part in team
building activities that helped them develop their resilience,
including canoeing, abseiling, rock climbing, caving and
bushwalking. The challenges they faced during the camp
fostered teamwork, and the friendships and bonds formed
were heartwarming to witness.

As we look ahead to next year, | am excited to see our students
continue their journey into upper school, pursuing their goals
and aspirations with determination and confidence.

Gerard Robertson
Head of Year 10
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Year 11

The transition to Year 11 always presents a challenge to the
students. No longer does every student do the same work;
instead, each student has a custom-made timetable tailored to
suit their abilities, interests and ambitions. For many students
this means quite a bit of juggling of workloads, sporting
commitments and study.

In addition to their subjects, the students also have new
leadership opportunities, including roles such as being a Peer
Support Leader, designing the Leavers Jacket, planning the
Ball and or Semi-Formal and, of course, applying for formal
leadership positions in Year 12. Our Year 11 students have
progressed very well, have met the challenges they faced, and
embraced the opportunities presented to them.

What some of our students thought about Year 11...

This year, | enjoyed the new opportunities for leadership,

such as Peer Support and leadership nomination. The Leavers
Jacket Design Committee and Year 12 Ball Committee allowed
us to be more involved in projects for our cohort and asked

us to survey the year group for their design preference while
designing the jacket. The Semi-formal was an enjoyable formal
occasion, preparing us for the Year 12 ball next year. Cameron

The Summit Camp was one of the most significant events,

it brought our year group closer, and we learned so much
about each other and different career opportunities.
Another highlight was the subjects and certificate courses
that we attend. Doing Certificate Il in Film and Photography
has introduced me to different skills, opportunities and
experiences. Holly

The Semi-Formal was also unforgettable, giving us a chance
to just relax and have fun together. This made the year extra
special! Prisha

Feast Day was more fun than usual because | got to watch my
friend shred on bass guitar. Cody

Summit Camp was a great experience! We had lots of fun while
visiting the Universities around Perth, learning all about the
courses that they offer. We also had a great time on the river
cruise dancing, after a long day of walking. Reece

| went to Country Week, which was great. Playing against all the
teams from other schools was fun. Riley

The best things this year was the Feast Day concert, especially
from the performance of the Cert lll Music class. Being in Year
11 is so much better than Year 10 as it's the start of getting
your life on the right track with tons of support from everyone.
Emily

Once again, we were very fortunate to have the ongoing
support of our Homeroom Teachers Kym Whitney, Laura
Galati, Larnae Gurusamy, Andy Lockley, Jeannie Lewis and Kim
Mortimer. Thanks also to Kate Wright who held the reins in
my absence, to Cecily McCarthy and Deborah Garbutt for their
ongoing guidance.

Wendy Morris
Head of Year 11
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